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Describing Motion: Acceleration
Define acceleration:
Define deceleration:

What is the equation for acceleration?

What do these letters stand for?
a = 
(v = 
Vf = 
Vi = 
(t = 
What is the unit for acceleration?
Fill out the math triangle for acceleration:
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a= 

t =

(v = 

*****Don’t forget! (v means vf-vi!

Practice Problem 1: Starting from rest, it took me 30 seconds to reach a speed of 4 m/s. At what rate did I accelerate?
G

U
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S
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Practice Problem 2:  What was my final velocity if I started at a rate of 2m/s and accelerated at rate of 3m/s2 for 10 seconds?
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The slope of a speed vs. time graph is:

Finding the slope of the graph is the same as solving for acceleration:
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Interpreting a speed vs. time graph:

What do the slopes of the graphs below tell us about the motion of the object?


