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Virtual Crayfish Dissection
http://www.altoona.psu.edu/academics/www/mns/bioal/crayfish/default.htm
What is the purpose of this lab?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Materials: 

Preserved crayfish 

Dissection pan

Scalpel

Forceps

Scissors 

Dissecting pins

Probes 

Scroll down to the Table of Contents and click on Setup for the Dissection. 
How should you orient the crayfish on the dissection tray?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Click the back button on your browser to return to the Table of Contents. Then click on External Anatomy. 
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Using the pictures, label the diagram below, then fill in the blanks. 
The body of the crayfish is divided into three parts: _____________________, ___________________, __________________.

Note the larger _____________________and smaller a_____________________ protruding from the rostrum.

On the ventral side, locate the mouth with the _____________________, or true jaws.  The mandibles _________________________, and the other appendages detect and hold food during feeding.
There are _________ pairs of walking legs connected ventrally to the carapace region.  The first walking leg has enlarged pincers called _____________________, and is used to ____________________________________________________. 
Abdomen - This section is a _____________________.  On the ventral side there are numerous _____________________.  The first pair is modified for the transfer of sperm in those that are ready to mate.  

Click the back button on your browser to return to the Table of Contents. Then click on Respiratory System.
Where are the gills located?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are the gills connected to?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Describe the appearance of the crayfish’s gills. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Click the back button on your browser to return to the Table of Contents. Then click on Muscle System.
Which muscles straighten the tail?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Which muscles curl the tail?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Click the back button on your browser to return to the Table of Contents. Then click on Nervous System.
What is the name of the organ that functions as the crayfish’s brain?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Describe the appearance of the nerves circled in the picture. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Click the back button on your browser to return to the Table of Contents. Then click on Circulatory System.
Describe the location and appearance of the heart. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
  
The heart sends blood into the spaces around the organs through several arteries.  After passing through the ________________, the blood drains back into the heart through the openings (________________) in it.

Click the back button on your browser to return to the Table of Contents. Then click on Digestive and Excretory System.
In what order does food travel through the digestive system?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is the function of the green gland?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Click the back button on your browser to return to the Table of Contents. Then click on Male Anatomy.
Which organ do you have to remove in order to locate the testes?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Click the back button on your browser to return to the Table of Contents. Then click on Female Anatomy.
Describe the appearance of the ovaries. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
